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THE NORTH AMERICAN LANDAND TIMBER
COMPANY, LIMITED-
SOME NOTES ON ITS BEGINNINGS
Wayne Delavan
Henderson State Teachers College
Both C. Van Woodward and Samuel P. Hays consider
the North American Land and Timber Company, Limited, as
the major southern colonizer of its time and as being responsi-
)le for the rise of Louisiana as the major rice producing state
within a few years. Rice production on upland prairies allowed
the use of machinery adapted from wheat growing thereby in-
creasing ten to twenty times the yield per man. 1
The man responsible for the North American Land and
Timber Co. was Jabez Bunting Watkins of Lawrence, Kansas,
a farm mortgage broker. Watkins started in the farm mortgage
>usiness soon after receiving a law degree from the University
of Michigan in 1869. By 1873 he shifted his business to
Kansas. By 1876 he opened a branch office in New
York. The New York manager, Henry Dickinson, who had
ontacts for many years with British business interests, pushed
or investment funds in Great Britain. Watkins visited Eng-
and in 1878 for several months and established a branch of-
ice inLondon with H. G. Chalkley as his agent. Watkins had
>een forced, largely because of drought and the sharp compe-
ition of too many mortgage brokers, to restrict his lending for
he most part to eastern Kansas and western Missouri, with-
drawing from Minnesota, the Dakotas, Iowa, Nebraska, and
western Kansas. 2 Because of this competition, Watkins wanted
newer territory and sent Miles Dart, an employee of long stand-
ng, to investigate Texas in the fall of 1881. Watkins used the
utmost secrecy in this move to enable him "to take up the
ream of the business" which resulted in his branch office being
opened in Dallas. Texas, a comparatively new field for the
oaning business, had a reputation for being a Wild West, and
econstruction disorders had frightened eastern people with
r. Van Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 (Baton Rouge,1951), pp. 119-120.Samuel P. Hays, The Response to Industrialism, 1885-1914 (Chicago,c. 1957), p. 123.
IFor a fuller report on the mortgage brokerage business, see Allan G.Bogue, Money at Interest, the Farm Mortgage on the Middle Border(Ithaca, 1955), pp. 79-204.
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money to lend.3 J. B. Watkins was prepared to build confi-
dence in Texas, its soil, crops, business, resources, and people
as he did earlier in Kansas and later in Louisiana in order to
encourage loans for development.
IWatkins, who grew up in Pennsylvania and went to lawhool in Michigan, knew the timber in those two states. Thensus of 1880 convinced him that a large block of virgin tim-:r needed to be developed to meet demands. With this inind, he visited Texas in March, 1882, looking at timber andw mills, and gathering information. 4
This and other visits by Watkins, Miles J. Dart, his Dal-
as manager, and other employees continued to gather informa-
on on timber lands of Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Geor-
a, Alabama, Virginia, Florida, South Carolina, and North
Zarolina. Reports were sent to the London office for Watkins
oncerning laws about alien land ownership, taxes, and trans-
>ortation facilities. 8 Chalkley, the London manager, had sent
>ut a circular on the pine land scheme in April, 1882. 6 Wat-
cins left for England in late May and returned to the United
tates in late September, 1882. 7 British investors were putting
oney into the new scheme that summer. 8 Three members of
le House of Commons were in the organization of the newjroject.9 Watkins left Lawrence in early October for an ex-
ended trip to Dallas and the South in relation to the new
roject. Evidently Southwest Louisiana had been selected but
ferences to the locality were to be avoided. 10
I. B. Watkins to Henry Dickinson, N. Y., Dec. 5, 1881 (J. B. WatkinsCollection, Library of University of Kansas.) Manuscript references willbe in this collection for the entire paper.J. B. Watkins to Lyman Kimbell, North Ferrisburg, Vt., August 13,1875.J. B. Watkins to Edward Lewis, Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 3, 1878.
r. H. Rudiger to M. J. Dart, Dallas, March 24, 1882.J. B. Watkins to Lawrence, Kans., office, March 25, 1882.
I. B. Watkins to Lawrence
office, March 27, and May 10, 1882.
Miles Dart to J. B. Watkins, June 28, 30, July 17, 31, and August 10,
1882.
Miles Dart to H. J. Putnam, May 15, May 20 (2 letters of same date)
July 7, 1882.
Miles Dart to Registrar, State Land Office, Baton Rouge, La., Dec. 22,
1882.
Miles Dart to Secretary of State, New Orleans, Louisiana, June 23, 1882.
H. J. Putnam to J. B. Watkins, May 30, 1882.
I.B. Watkins to Lawrence office, June 14, 1882.Henry Dickinson to M. J. Dart, Dallas, June 17, 1882.
7j. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, May 22, 24, 27, Sept. 11, 1882.
sH. G. Chalkley to Lawrence office, July 7, August 21, Sept. 29, 1882.
KJ. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Aug. 25, 1882.B. Watkins to Lawrence office, July 14, 1882..awrence office to New York office, Oct. 11, 1882.
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A John Hayes, an engineer with much experience in LatinAmerica, came from London to New York to visit Watkins
and Dart in New Orleans on a trip west, but business in Mexi-
co City took him there first and then back to New Orleans.
-Ie left New York on December 7, 1882, but delays and Wat-
cins' sickness while in Cincinnati in November and December
cept them from Lake Charles, Louisiana, and Beaumont, Tex-
as, until January. Hayes was to inspect for the new North
American Land and Timber Co., Ltd. New circulars on the
company were sent out and funds received. In October the
registration fee for the company which had been chartered in
September had been paid Chalkley in London." Watkins wrote
that "It is the vast amount of land that is striking to English-
men more than money." 12 H.R. Brand, M.P., was chairman
of the new company which used the Watkins London office
as its address. Watkins was buying shares in the North Ameri-
can Land and Timber Company at 10 pounds each. 13
Many patrons in England apparently were transferring
unds from the J. B. Watkins Land Mortgage Company to
he North American Land and Timber Company. 14 Watkins
opened the Watkins Banking Company, a private bank, in
Charles, Louisiana, in order to handle more conveniently
iis financial matters there. 18
Some of the investors had relatives for whom they want-
ed positions with the company in Louisiana. 16 Watkins wrote
o his London manager and secretary of the Company, "Youjeople on that side may think it somewhat strange that very
ew, if any, of the persons who have come over here and gone
nto the employ of the Company have given satisfaction. I
lave sometimes thought that some of you may conclude that
we are prejudiced against Englishmen; but it is a fact that
hose who have come over so far are almost absolutely worth-
ess, and, as a general thing, are drunken, unreliable charac-
Lawrence office to M. J. Dart, Dallas, Oct. 9, 1882.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Oct. 7, 1882.
IiHenry Dickinson to Lawrence office, Nov. 17, Dec. 2, 9, 12, 1882.J. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Nov. 17. 23, 24, Dec. 5, 9, 12, 14, 15,1882, Jan. 8, 16, 21, 1883.H. G. Chalkley to Lawrence office, Oct. 31, 1882.
tj.B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Dec. 14, 1882.J. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Nov. 24, 1882.
rH. G. Chalkley to Lawrence office, June 28, July 28, Oct. 25, 1883.H. G. Chalkley to Henry Dickinson, N. Y., March 14, 1884.
rj.B. Watkins to August Gast « Co., St. Louis, March 14, 1884.J. B. Watkins to Prof. A. Thomson, Ames, Iowa, March 14, 1884.M. J. Dart to Prof. A. Thomson, Lake Charles, La., May 24, 1884.Henry Dickinson to J. B. Watkins, Feb. 23, March 28, April 12, 24, 1884.
isLawrence office to Mary White, Glasgow, Scotland, Oct. 14, 1882.
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ers." 17 Watkins wrote that anti-alien land laws such as those
asscd by Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin were "the natural
esult of the misuse of our land and our poor settlers by for-
gn ranch owners. No such sentiment willgrow up in Louisi-
na so long as we act towards the people there as we have." He
)ointed out that the action of Congress in 1887 prohibiting
oreign corporations from acquiring and holding land was not
o apply to land purchased prior to the act and did not apply,
lerefore, to the North American Land and Timber Com-
any. 18
Watkins had found it good business as well as good ad-
ertising for prospective investors to visit Kansas at Watkins'
xpense. 19 He tried successfully to get editors as well as prospec-
ve settlers to come to Southwest Louisiana. 2O Watkins plan-
ed to sell some lands in a checkerboard pattern (a quarter
ction out of each section) , give land for roads, etc., in order
o improve value of lands remaining in the hands of the Com-
>any and to give return on its investment. The demonstration
work at Lake Charles was in the hands of his brother-in-law,
Jrofessor Alexander Thomson, of Iowa State Agricultural
ollege and of Seaman Knapp, president of that college, who
were lured by salary and the imagination of Watkins' enter-
>rise. These men built barges and plow boats for a demonstra-
ion of a system of gridiron canals dug by steam dredge to
allow plowing, sowing, and harvesting of rice by plowboats
and cables. Knapp was in charge of prairie land development
here the Arcadian method of rice growing was expanded by
se of wheat machinery to large scale production. Land was
old unimproved to settlers; buildings as well as other im-
>rovements were to be demonstrations. It was found that
lome-seekers became discouraged if they talked to natives first
nstead of seeing actual demonstration farming in action. Sea-
an Knapp was later to use his experience here and in Iowa
o carry on demonstration farming in Mississippi and Texas
nd for the United States Department of Agriculture that blos-
omed into the county farm agent of the extension service. He
as to found the Rice Association of America and the Rice
B. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Feb. 10, 1888.B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, Dec. 6, 1887.
J. B. Watkins to M. B. Lowrie, Lake City, Mich., Dec. 16, 1887.
«»J. B. Watkins to Nathaniel Gordon, Exeter, N. H., June 2, 1877.
KHenry Dickinson to Charles Thompson, Manchester, Eng., Nov. 28, 1877.r. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Nov. 30, 6 Dec, 1887, Jan-
uary 13, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. S. A. Knapp, Lake Charles, Jan. 14, 1888.
Henry Dickinson to J. B. Watkins, January 22, Feb. 14, April 11, 1885.
W. F. Presby to J. B. Watkins, Wash., Feb. 25, 1888.
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Journal and Gulf Coast Farmer. Too, he and his family kept
substantial business interests in southwest Louisiana. 21 One
can get some idea of the impression on the Arcadian natives
by a quotation from a letter of Watkins in December, 1883:
"Inow have my machinery nearly through the Custom House* * * for Lake Charles. The machinery from England is over
75 tons. From Chicago about 30 tons. All 105 tons will go
west about the same time, ten car loads. We are going to sur-
prise the natives. 16 plows. We have gang [that] willturn 50
acres per day."22
The New York American was purchased in 1887 to pro-
mote the Louisiana project. Both New York and Lake
Charles editions were published. Later because of mismanage-
ment, the paper was moved to Lake Charles in 1888 to become
the Lake Charles American, an advertising organ of the Wat-
kins enterprises and a familyperiodical. Ithad proved too dif-
ficult to operate and to manage inNew York, a true case of the
tail wagging the dog.23
atWilliam C. Stubbs, A Handbook of Louisiana (New Orleans, 1895) pp.
1-3.
Minnie Knapp, "A New Rice Field," Student's Farm Journal, I, No. 9,
(May 1. 1885), p. 2.
S. A.Knapp, "A Louisiana Ranch," Student's Farm Journal, II,No. 11
(July, 1886), pp. 1-2.
J. B. Watkins to J. Erskine Mills. Middletown, N. Y., Feb. 22, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to A. Thomson, Ames, Iowa, March 14, 1884, March
18, 1887.
J. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Nov. 29, Dec. 10, 1883, March 14,
May 31, 1884.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Jan. 28, Feb. 20, June
28, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Hamilton Devilbiss, Elmo, Kans., March 19, 1888.
For further information on Seaman A. Knapp see Joseph Cannon Baily,
Seaman A. Knapp, Schoolmaster of American Agriculture (N. Y., 1945.)
«J. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Dec. 10, 1883.
asj. B. Watkins to Mrs. E. B. Grannis, N.Y., 30 Nov., 12 Dec, Dec. 12,
24, 28, 1887, Jan. 10, 17, Feb. 9, 11, 24. Mar. 17, April 18, 21,
June 7, Nov. 15, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Watkins Banking Co., Lake Charles, June 29, July
6, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Jan. 3, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to The American, Lake Charles, June 20, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to N. W. Ayer 8 Son, Philadelphia, Jan. 14, Mar. 13,
1888.
J. B. Watkins to Bruce Robinson, Columbus, Kans., Jan. 14, 1887.
J. B. Watkins to General Passenger Agent, C. 8 N. W. R. R., Chicago,
February 7, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. A. Thomson, Lake Charles, June 23, Nov. 2,
1888.
J. B. Watkins to Henry Dickinson, N.Y., Oct. 26, Nov. 3, 15, Dec. 12,
1888, April 10, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to C. L. Walker, N.Y., Nov. 23, 1888.
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I
Much promotion work was in rice, oranges, figs, sugar
ne, sheep, and cattle. A railroad exhibition car of Louisiana
oducts was sent on tour in the North Central states. The
ilcasieu Sugar Company, another English company, was or-
nized in 1891 and operated at a plant costing $150,000 two
iles out of Lake Charles on a thirty-acre site to encourage
gar cane growing. Watkins had planned this as far back as
S83, as a possible addition to his Lawrence Canning Com-
ny in Kansas. 24 Yellow fever and malaria tended to delay
tlement. One project of Watkins was the Telegraph Medi-
le Company with offices at Lake Charles to manufacture
anti-malaria medicine. This was manufactured and sold at
ist during 1887 and 1888 and was advertised in every south-
istate. Nearly every paper in Texas, for example, carried its
vertisement. 25
IMuch pressure over the years was exerted in Washington,the North and in the West to bring about dredging ander improvements by the Army Engineers at the Calcasieus, the Calcasieu River, and Lake Calcasieu for a deep water
Pr. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Jan. 11, 28, Feb. 11. March25, April 24, 1889.J. B. Watkins to Editor, Daily Record, Lawrence, Jan. 14, 1890, July
1. 1891.
J. B. Watkins to Watkins Banking Co., Lake Charles, June 29, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to A. L. Selig, Lawrence, Aug. 4, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to Calcasieu Sugar Co., Lake Charles, June 22, 27, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to Lawrence office, Dec. 10, 1883, June 26, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to A.L. Roberts, Sec, Lake Charles, June 25, 1891.
IJ. B. Watkins to A. H. Kellogg, Printer, N. Y., June 25, 1891.J. B. Watkins to Dr. A. F. McFarland, Gallatin, Mo., Dec. 8, 1892.J. B. Watkins to James Ellis, Welsh, La., Feb. 25, 1889.J. B. Watkins, Memo, Sept. 10, 26, 1892.
. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, Oct. 13, Nov. 16, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Mrs. S. A. Knapp, Lake Charles, April 1, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to N. W. Ayers ft Son, Philadelphia, Dec. 12, 1887,
Jan. 5, Feb. 6, March 13, April 18, Nov. 7, Dec. 11, 1888, Feb. 15,
1889.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. Thomson &Knapp, Lake Charles, Nov. 9, 1887,
July 17, 24, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to J. M. Houston, Houston, Texas, June 28, July 17,
1888.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. A. Thomson, Lake Charles, July 2, 17, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. S. A. Knapp, Lake Charles, Nov. 16, Dec. 9.
1887, Mar. 9, April 27, 30, 1888.
F. B. Watkins to Somers Bros., Brooklyn, Jan. 18, Feb. 13, 18, April
27, 1888.
\. B. Watkins to Holland 8 Jobe, Searcy, Ark., March 12, 1888.
F. B. Watkins to Austin, Texas, Statesman, Feb. 24, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to Owensboro, Ky., Messenger, March 13, 1888.
W. F. Presby to Prof. A. Thomson, Lake Charles, March 2, 14. 19,
1888.
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outlet for Lake Charles. A harbor was planned on the Gulf
to be named Watkins. Watkins thought that the outlet for
Mid-America was to be on the Gulf—at New Orleans, or at
Calcasieu Pass, or at the Sabine River or at Galveston in Louisi-
ana and Texas. The Sabine route would be of great benefit
but the Calcasieu outlet would be a much greater benefit as a
deep water port. As early as 1889, Watkins was thinking of a
railroad that would connect southwest Louisiana to Kansas
City.26
Watkins was made unhappy by water rates to Lake
Charles from New Orleans and by the monopoly of the
Southern Pacific Railroad. The market for cattle from this re-
gion particularly was harmed by the expensive freight rates. 27
The contract for grading on the Kansas City, Watkins, and
Gulf, which was practically owned by Watkins, was let April
20, 1889. The Railroad, it was hoped, would increase the
value of lands in this area and would attract new settlers.
Plans were to build up to forty miles the first summer and
ater connect with new lines to the north, or to build to Kan-
sas City if necessary. A town site company was incorporated
or each station location on the Railroad. The Kansas City,
Watkins, and Gulf owned and operated 98 miles of line in
[892 going to Alexander, Louisiana. This was merged into
he St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railway Company
on September 1, 1909. This is now a part of the Missouri
Pacific lines. It did break up the monopoly of the Southern
Pacific which had opposed a north-south line eliminating a
much longer haul on its lines. Watkins hoped that as a result
Minneapolis, for example, would gain economic ties with south-
west Louisiana instead of Florida or California! One benefit
a«J. B. Watkins to Rev. Goodnight, Pa., June 11, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to W. B. Morris, Bryan, La., April 19, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Dec. 4, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to Editor, Daily Record, Lawrence, Kans., Jan. 14, 1890.
J. B. Watkins, Memo, Feb. 27, 1884.
W. F. Presby to J. B. Watkins, Hot Springs, Ark., March 20, 1888.
I^Henry Dickinson to J. B. Watkins, May 5, 19, 24, 25, 27, June 3,15, 1886.J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Feb. 11, Mar. 26, April
11, 1889.
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tight be the development of a market for oranges from thisea in Louisiana. 28
The North American Land and Timber Company's orig-
nal purchase in 1883 was popularly referred to as the "Wat-
ins Syndicate" since Watkins was the resident American man-
jer for the company. Land was bought from time to time un-
1 the railroad bought right-of-way land from the state. The
nal total for all the associated groups approached the size of
le state of Delaware. This was purchased from the federal
jovernment and from the state government for twelve and a
lalf cents to a dollar and a quarter per acre. Two-thirds was
marsh land. The land survey here was quite irregular. Also
ome of the lands sold by the state had been granted to it by
le national government which had not gotten around to ac-
ually convey formally the lands to the state. This created a
wardship when a deed was to be made to buyers from the
Company. It was estimated in 1892 that the North American
.and and Timber Company still owned 900,000 acres in
Louisiana. Watkins held a fourth of the stock of that com-
28 Interstate Commerce Commission, 5th Annual Report on Statistics of Rail-
roads in tbe United States for Year Ending June 30, 1892. (Wash.,
1893), p. 200.
15th ***Ending June 30, 1902 (Wash., 1903), pp.
276-277.
23rd **? Ending June 30, 1910 (Wash., 1912), pp.
246-247.
J. B. Watkins to James Ellis, Welch, La., April 19, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to C. P. Huntington, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to C. C. Jones, Minneapolis, Sept. 10, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to E. E. Walker, Mt. Vernon, Ohio, April 22, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Sept. 22, 1888, March 28,
May 8, June 11, Nov. 7, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to W. J. Patterson, Lawyer, April 9, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. A. T. Thomson, Lake Charles, July 23, Oct. 2,
1888.
J. B. Watkins to Hope 8 Co., Amsterdam, Holland, July 23, 1888,
Nov. 7, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to U. S. General Land Office, Wash., April 9, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. P. H. Philbrick, Lake Charles, June 19, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to The American, Lake Charles, June 22, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to S. J. Fenton, Welch, La., June 30, 1891.
J. B. Watkins to Rev. Goodnight, Pa., June 11, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to J. F. McCoy, Traffic Manager, Lake Charles, July
26. 1892.
Henry Dickinson to J. B. Watkins, Lawrence, June 15, 1887.
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)any. 29 Itwas not until a visit of H.G. Chalkley to New York
n 1885 that he learned by chance that Watkins held over
400,000 acres of land in Louisiana. (This was fact he did not
ike.) The combine sold no land to the public until 1887. The
dividend, its first, paid in 1889 was financed by selling to
Watkins, a purchase from the Company of 10,000 acres for
$100,000. Also 30,000 acres at $5 an acre were sold to the
public.30
The influx of settlers, many from the North, plus the dis-
ike of a British company brought another type of difficulty.
Politicians did not like the change. Watkins was charged with
uch things as buying some logs from a native that had been
cut on government land; a sheriff refused to prosecute a per-
on for stealing from the Company when stolen goods were
:ound on the person; fence disputes arose; taxes were raised;
reports were written to England accusing Watkins of many
things; and Watkins was charged with operating a bank with-
out a charter. 31[One result of these troubles was the creation of the OrangeCompany of Orange, Texas, to hold Watkins' holdings
n Louisiana of about 600,000 acres. Louisiana law required
"Dallas office to J. B. Watkins, May 7, 1883.
Dallas office to E. G. Richardson, Baton Rouge, La., May 7, 1883.
M. J. Dart to J. B. Watkins, April 2, 1883, May 24, 1884.
J. B. Watkins to M. B. Lowrie, Lake City, Minn., Dec. 16, 1887.
J. B. Watkins to Emil Linburg, N. Y., March 15, 1884.
J. B. Watkins to A. Thomson, July 11, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to Samuel G. Weigle, Yale, Iowa, June 11, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Dec. 22, 1888, June 5, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to John S. Lanier, Registrar, State Land Office, Baton
Rouge, La., May 18, June 4, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to H. A. Hoyt, Perry, Iowa, July 5, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to C. P. Huntington, N. Y., March 15, 1884.[oj. B. Watkins to Rev. J. R. Kyle, Port Jackson, N. Y., Nov. 23, 1887.J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Dec. 8, 1888, Jan. 28, Feb.11, March 25, July 17, 1889.J. B. Watkins to Henry Dickinson, N. Y., July 17, Nov. 16, 22, Dec.
12, 1888.
3iJ. B. Watkins to W. H. Rogers, Att. Gen. New Orleans, La., Feb. 6,
11, 15, 19, April 11, 26, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to W. W. Duson, Crowley, La., Feb. 10, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to W. S. Morris, Lake Charles, Feb. 10, 1888.
J. B. Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, Feb. 10, 1888, Jan. 28,
March 2, 25, 28, April 25, 30, May 8, June 5, Nov. 5, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to James Ellis, Welch, La., Feb. 25, 1889, May 14, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to E. B. Kruttschimitt, New Orleans, April 11, 26, May
8, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to William Laurents, Cameron, La., April 25, 1889.
J. B. Watkins to Prof. A. Thomson, Lake Charles, June 28, 1888,
March 26, 1889.
W. F. Presby to J. B. Watkins, Dec. 22, 1888.
76
Journal of the Arkansas Academy of Science, Vol. 17 [1963], Art. 14
Published by Arkansas Academy of Science, 1963
North American Land and Timber Company
Iman's estate be put to auction on his death. Watkins' enemiested to have him declared insane at one time. There were also>out eight town site companies as well as the Gulf Landompany. 32 The Louisiana ventures took much of the liquidsets of the Land Mortgage Company in Kansas and did de-lop southwest Louisiana.
aaj. B. Watkins to A. N. Wichan, Carthage, Mo., May 17, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to H. A. Hoyt, Perry, Iowa, July 3, 13, 1892.
J. B. Watkins to George W. Mitchell, South Britain, Conn., Aug. 8,
J. B.'Watkins to H. G. Chalkley, London, July 26, 1892.
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